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“God calls Central Christian
Church to be a welcoming
and open faith community
where Christian love,
action, and discipleship
unite.”
Vision Statement of Central
Christian Church (DOC),
Terre Haute, IN

I’m a great believer in luck, and I find the harder
I work, the more luck I have.
Thomas Jefferson

Prayer List: It is time to update our Prayer List. You may submit names by
filling out a Prayer Request form located in the Pew Pads and placing it in an
offering plate or by contacting the church office.
Nikki Mankin

GREETER
PRAYER CARDS

Mary Beth Ripple

KOINONIA FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Carry-in March 12th - Following the Worship Service with Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins

ATTENDANCE PADS

Dianne Mansfield
COUNTERS

March 5
Twyla Edinburgh
Richard Hunt
Melanie Hurst
March 12
David Rose
Carroll Vasbinder
March 19
Cathy Kurtz
Lorri Ugo
March 26
Kathy Ocampo
Carol Sloan

Western Round Up Night Dinner & Activities - 6 p.m. Saturday, March 18th
Active Adults to set up tables for the Every Daughter Salad Supper & Dinner at Fi Fi’s
restaurant – 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 4th

We’ll meet at church at 6 p.m. to set up tables for the Every Daughter Salad Supper
that will be held the next evening and then go to dinner at Fi Fi’s (approx. 7:15).
Every Daughter Salad Supper 6:30 p.m. Friday, May 5
This is a special evening to honor all women and girls in our church because we are
all Daughters. Rather than a Saturday brunch, we’re going to have the event on a
Friday evening and invite individuals to sign up to bring a salad or dessert. We will
also be asking ladies to sign up to host a table by decorating it like we did two years
ago. It was great to see all of the wonderful decorating ideas; it’s our own version of
TableScapes.
Active Adults Set up for the Jonah Fish Fry & Dinner Afterward
(Location to be determined) – 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7
26th Annual Jonah Fish Fry – 4-7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8th
We’ll need lots of help that night – so please save this date!!!
Annual Worship & Picnic in the Park - 10 a.m. Sunday, September 24th
Lion’s Shelter #1 at Deming Park

On Saturday, February 11, 2017, Carol and Doug Sloan were the honorees at an
Eastern Star Reception held at the Terre Haute Masonic Temple. The day was enriched with the attendance of 25 members of Central Christian Church (DOC).
The meal would have been impossible without the assistance of CWF (and Frank
Crist).

The deadline for
the Clarion is the
next-to-last
Wednesday of the
month at 10AM
Deadline for the
bulletin is Tuesday mornings at
10AM.

It started the day before when people arrived in the afternoon to help with the setting up of tables,
chairs, and decorations in the ballroom for the Social Hour. It continued into the evening with the
baking of cakes and the arranging of tables and chairs (twice) in the basement for the sit-down meal.
The tables were covered with table cloths and then decorated with settings.
At the reception and meal, we hosted approximately 155 people. In this day, such a large turnout for
a Deputy or Grand Representative reception just does not happen. An important part of this successful reception – and by all counts and responses, it was very successful – was the participation of the
members of Central Christian Church (DOC). We are extremely grateful for your participation, assistance and unending love and support. Thank You!
Songs of Joy and Peace,
Carol & Doug Sloan

Our Church Family……...
Please report items for Our Church Family to the church office, and please remember
the following in your prayers:
Central Christian Church
(DOC) and all our ministries.

with health issues and recovers
from a recent surgery.

Jerusalem Christian
Church (DOC), Lafayette, LA,
all their ministries, and Rev.
Ashley Sherard and her daughters.

Mary Beth Mullen’s mother,
Mary Garrison, as she recovers
from an infection after knee replacement surgery.

Diana Chavis, as she deals
with pancreatitis and leukemia.

Sean Mullen’s father, Victor
Mullen, as he continues with
chemotherapy.

Rick Dennis, his mother,
Madonna Nally’s niece, Terri
Brenda, who is in the end stages Conneran, as she goes through
of Alzheimer’s, Rick’s sister,
chemo.
Cheryl, his brother, Joe, and
Dinah Vasbinder’s friend,
Joe’s partner, Mike.
Donna Dixon, who has been
Jeanne & Chuck Frost’s great- diagnosed with cancer. Donna is
grandson, Cole, and his mother, raising her two teenage grandKelly, as Cole recovers from an
children.
infection after surgery to fix a
Drew Waugh as he deals
shunt in his brain.
witha cast on his foot.
Don & Kathy Iliff as Don
Greg Wooley & family as
prepares to have surgery in
Greg has been diagnosed with
March for cancer.
brain cancer and his wife is exSandy Lang as she continues pecting twins in July.
to deal with digestive issues.
Congratulations to Kelly and
Donna McGee as she deals
Patrick Meyer who welcomed

Rory MacKinnon “Mac” on January 31! Mac was 8 lbs., 13 oz.
and 21.5 inches long.
Congratulations to Rev. Allissa and Joe Williams who welcomed Harper Elaine “Lainey”
on February 12! Lainey was 5
lbs., 13oz. and 20 inches long.
THANK YOU, CWF, for purchasing the new mattress and
crib sheets for the crib in the
Nursery! With our church family welcoming new babies, Mac
Meyer and Lainey Williams, this
was extremely thoughtful.
.
Due to Patient Privacy
Laws, hospitals are no
longer able to contact
pastors if a church member is admitted for
treatment. If you or a
loved one is in the
hospital, please call the
church office or
Rev. Rebecca.

ELDERS
March 5
Erica West
Phil Ewoldson
March 12
Doug Sloan
Dianne Mansfield

March 19
Mary Beth Ripple
Dinah Vasbinder

March 26
Dianne Mansfield
Mary Beth Ripple

.

Lenten Invitation from CCC Elders
Central Christian’s Elders meet the first Sunday of each month to discuss prayer concerns of the congregation as well as ways in which our members and friends can grow
spiritually. For the season of Lent, which begins Wednesday, March 1, our Elders are
inviting all our members and friends to participate in “God Sightings.” (For many years,
our children and young people have practiced God Sightings at VBS and on mission
trips.) Each Sunday, you can write on a post-it note howyou saw, heard, or experienced
God the previous week. During the Prelude, you are then to place your post-it on the
wooden cross in the front corner of our sanctuary. By the time Holy Week arrives, we
want the cross to be covered with God Sightings.

Annual Safe Kids’ Training
On Monday, March 6, at 6:30 PM Rev. Zelensky will lead our annual Safe Kids Training. Everyone is welcome, but those who work with our children and/or God Squad youth
are strongly encouraged to attend. Safe Kids Training is a requirement for our insurance
carrier as well as our own Healthy Boundaries policy at CCC. This is another way to
show we care about our young people and help make our church a safe place for all.

DEACONS
March 5
Prep Beth Truax
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup
March 12
Prep Lexi Zelensky
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup
March 19
Prep
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup
March 26

Prep
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup
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Rebecca’s Revelation
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! There has been a great
deal of talk in our country in recent days about which laws or executive orders
are constitutional and which are unconstitutional. Although “any court in the
US may review and determine the constitutionality of laws relevant to a case
before the court, the Supreme Court is the ultimate authority on the US Constitution and makes the final decision.” There are actually a number of different styles or schools of constitutional interpretation. As individuals and judges each prefer or adhere to a particular school of interpretation over others, this is why choosing Supreme Court Justices can become such a controversial matter.
The US Constitution is (only) 229 years old. It is a relatively short document when compared to
the constitutions of other nations. Still, we know that how the Constitution is interpreted is not
clear cut for everyone; hence, all the chaos that can ensue when people are on different sides of a
law.
Of the sixty-six books included in our Bibles, some were written decades after Jesus’ earthly ministry while others were written hundreds of years (or more) before Jesus was even born. The scriptures were written by many different people, in many different places, times, and cultures. Like
those who study our Constitution, there are various schools of interpretation when it comes understanding the Bible.
One of the things that has made a huge impact on my life and (I hope) my ministry, is a question
Dr. Michael Kinnamon raised in many of my seminary classes: What is the gospel? (Or, what is
the good news?) The gospel – for me – is God’s unconditional love and grace for all of humanity and
all of creation, and I know the gospel best in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. (I do
not limit myself, however, by believing that God can only be known in and through Jesus – another
topic for another day.)
What does this mean? Well, when it comes to understanding, teaching, and preaching the scriptures, this means that I hold up every book, every story, every passage to what I believe the gospel
is. Sometimes what I find in the Bible affirms what I know is good news, and sometimes it doesn’t.
God’s love and grace overrules everything, or as others may put it, “I err on the side of grace.”
When it comes to the Constitution, regardless of what I or others think the founding fathers meant
or intended originally, I will come down on the side of “is this better for the common good of all – or
most of - the people? Are the oppressed and the vulnerable being taken into consideration? Does
this law reflect the famous Emma Lazarus quote that is associated with our Statue of Liberty,
‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free?’”
We live in an extraordinary time in American history…let us not be shy in proclaiming the gospel!
Let us not hesitate to turn to the good news of Jesus to inform our lives as citizens of the US. And
keep praying for our country and for the world…God loves ALL.
Rev. Rebecca Zelensky
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CCC BIG Readers: Welcome to Job
I came to the conclusion a long time ago that the fact that the book of Job made it into the biblical canon is a miracle; a powerful sign of God’s Spirit at work in our world. The book of Job
deals with the issue of theodicy: why do bad things happen to good people? After reading the
works of other biblical writers who insist that God rewards the faithful and punishes the unfaithful, Job is a breath of fresh air for the mind and the soul.
Don’t get me wrong; there are things in Job that bother me tremendously – especially the
“wager” between God and Satan (NOT the devil). There are so many powerful insights, however, into the issue of suffering and God’s faith in Job (faith in humanity in general?), that I
can overlook the use of this literary device. (After all, the scene in the heavenly court is not
meant to be understood as literal fact.)

This is a great time to start over in the BIG Read if you have fallen behind in your scripture
reading. Job is a “stand alone” story/book that will make sense whether you remember all the
sons of Jacob or what happened after the death of Solomon or not.
Job has 42 chapters. I plan to read 2 chapters a day from March 1-11, and then 1 chapter a
day from March 12-31. It is perfectly OK, though, if you want to keep reading ahead.
Blessings to all as we walk with Job – and send some emails out once in a while!!!
Rev. Rebecca Zelensky

Ash Wednesday Service — March 1 at 6:00 PM
Sundays in Lent begin March 5
United Campus Ministries Chili Fest and Silent Auction
March 5 is the big fund raiser Chili Fest at St. Mark’s UCC. See the flyer in this issue of the
Clarion for details. How can you help? (1) Attend to eat and bid on great silent auction items;
(2) donate a dessert or 2 for the bake sale table; (3) donate good, new, quality silent auction
items; (4) volunteer to help the day of!! This is a big day for United Campus Ministries, Central
Christian Church’s ministry to students in the Terre Haute area from ISU, RHIT, SMWC,
IvyTech, and Harrison College. Thanks as always to the support of everyone at CCC for their
support of this amazing ministry. Tickets are available from Betsy Hine, Carroll Vasbinder,
Zachariah Matthew, and Phil Ewoldson.
(Snow date will be March 12, but we sure hope that won’t be happening, especially in light of
the announcement about the Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins!!)
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Special Worship Service & Carry-In Lunch
with Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins

Sunday, March 12th

It was wonderful to hear the good news that the Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins will be
with us to preach the sermon on Sunday, March 12th. We had been looking forward to having her bring the message at our 175th Anniversary Celebration last
June, but due to a death in her family, she was unable to be with us. It is quite an
honor and privilege to welcome her to our church. You won’t want to miss this special day!
There will be a carry-in lunch following our service. Lunch will begin as soon as we
can get the tables set up after worship. We hope all of you will stay. Some members
of the Worship and Koinonia Fellowship Ministry Teams will be providing meat
dishes. Please sign up at the Information Center in order for us to plan for the appropriate number of tables needed. There are plugs available in the cornerstone
room and kitchen if you’re bringing anything in a crockpot for the meal. There will
also be some room in the refrigerator for dishes and the ovens can be turned on low
to keep your covered dishes warm.
Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins serves as General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. She is an inspirational preacher, teacher and facilitator who shares her considerable skills in a
variety of religious and ecumenical settings. As General Minister, she is general
pastor of the denomination, responsible for representing the wholeness of the
church, for reconciling differences, and for helping the church retain its clarity of
mission and identity. Her work includes interpreting The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
convening tables for cooperative work. As General President, she is the chief executive officer for the denomination, responsible for overseeing the work of the church’s various structures. She strives to help the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) remain faithful to God’s calling and to do its work effectively and efficiently. Upon her
election in 2005, she was the first female head of a mainline denomination. At the 2011 General Assembly, she was
re-elected to a second six-year term, which will extend to July 2017.
Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins
General Minister and President of
the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
in the United States & Canada

Dr. Watkins is regarded in the ecumenical world as “head of communion” and as the chief representative of the church in national and world ecumenical councils. Disciples often speak of the GMP as the
Disciples’ primary leader.
She is the author of a 2014 book, Whole: A call for unity in our fragmented world (Chalice Press). In the book, Dr.
Watkins brings stories from her wide experience in Christian and interfaith circles, as well as a distinctly Disciples
ethos. She shares an invitation to live out God’s unconditional love that heals divisions and divisiveness in both
North America and the global community.
Dr. Watkins has an extensive background of service both in this country and abroad. She is a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches based in Geneva, having been re-elected to that body during the
2013 assembly in Busan, Republic of Korea. As chair of the WCC program committee, she also serves on the executive committee. She served for two years as a missionary in the Congo early in her professional career, working on
adult literacy programs. In 2008, she returned to the Congo, renewing her ties with the Community of Disciples of
Christ in Congo there. She serves on the National Council of Church’s governing board, based in Washington, DC.
In 2014 she serves as Chair-Elect for that board. Dr. Watkins also a former board member of Sojourners, a Washington, DC based group which seeks to build a movement that puts faith to work for justice.
At the invitation of then President-Elect Barack Obama, Dr. Watkins preached at the National Prayer Service in
Washington, D.C. on January 21, 2009, the day after his inauguration. She also served a term on President
Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and offered the call to worship at the
President’s second National Prayer Service in 2013.
She is former pastor of Disciples Christian Church in Bartlesville, Okla. where she served for eight years. In the
academic world, she held positions as Director of Student Services at Phillips Theological Seminary in Oklahoma
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and Associate Vice-President for University Relations at Phillips University. She has been a member of the
Church’s General Board Task Force on Reconciliation Mission, Moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in Oklahoma, and part of the Stone-Campbell Dialogue Group, which looks, in part, at the traditions and history of the Disciples. She also served as pastor of Boone Grove Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Boone Grove, Ind., and Assistant Minister at Spring Glen Church (United Church of Christ) in
Hamden, Conn.
Dr. Watkins has been engaged in a number of ecumenical discussions, conversations on stewardship, and
has made presentations on worship, Bible study and women in the ministry. She also has served as an adjunct professor at Phillips Theological Seminary, teaching about pastoral vocation, history, theology and
practices of worship as well as spiritual dimensions. She holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Phillips
Theological Seminary, a Master of Divinity from the Yale Divinity School, and a Bachelor’s Degree in French
and Economics from Butler University. She is a graduate of Shortridge High School in Indianapolis, Ind. She
has been awarded numerous honorary doctorate degrees.
Watkins is married to the Rev. Dr. Rick Lowery, an author and frequent lecturer on the Hebrew Bible and
Adjunct Professor of Hebrew Bible at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Ky. They have two
adult children, Bethany and Christopher.

WESTERN NIGHT ROUNDUP
6 P. M. SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH
The Koinonia Fellowship Ministry Team has planned another fun event at church. Two years ago we had a
Mystery dinner, last year we had a Hawaiian Luau and silent auction; this year we’re having a Western Night
Round Up that will feature a delicious western themed meal of chuck wagon stew, western baked beans, sage
brush salad, Texas caviar, biscuits and hay bales (Rice Krispy treats).
The evening will allow a wonderful opportunity for conversations and fellowship as we all share a meal together and then share in some fun and entertaining activities. Last year, the concept of taking a tag from the display board to bring an item for the Luau was well received so we are doing the same this year.
If you are able to help with the meal, take one of the tags off the display board on the north side of the sanctuary and write your name next to the tag number on the list (at the board). Mary Beth Ripple has graciously
volunteered to make the homemade stew. Rather than have people bring a package of stew meat, there are (9)
tags for a $5 donation to cover the cost of the meat and biscuits.
There are also tags for the other stew ingredients, bags of salad mix, a 117 ounce can of Bush’s baked beans
and (5)tags for a batch of Rice Krispy treats. If you take a tag for the $5 donation please give your money to
Mary Beth by Sunday March 12th so she can purchase the meat and biscuits. If you take a tag for any other
items to make the stew or for the can of beans, please bring the ingredients to church no later than Sunday
March 12th. The non-perishable items can be set in the kitchen on the counter by the microwave and the carrots & celery can be placed in the refrigerator.
The requested bags of salad mix would need to be brought to church by 5:30 the evening of the dinner and the
Rice Krispy treats can be brought in when you come to the meal.
There is a separate sign-up sheet at the Information Center for all who plan to attend. PLEASE sign up as
soon as possible. This will allow the ministry team to know how many tables to arrange and to make sure
we’ve estimated enough ingredients to cover the number of those attending.
So if you haven’t already done so, sign up now! Pull out your blue jeans, flannel shirts, bandanas, cowboy hats
(hint: we hear the Dollar Tree carries them) and boots if you have them, and join us on March 18th for an entertaining evening of great food, fellowship, and fun. What better way could you spend a Saturday night than
with your church family at Central?!
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We hope all families will join us on the Holy Cow
float for the St. Patrick's Day parade on Saturday, March 11. Wear your Holy Cow T-shirt and
lots of green! Bring candy if you want to throw
to those watching the parade.
The Terre Haute Children's Theatre will have a
production of "Beauty and the Beast" at the Indiana Theatre. We plan to attend the Sunday
matinee on March 19th at 3:00 PM. Erica West
and some of the Leschorn children have roles in
the play. Kathy Ocampo will arrange for tickets
and reserved seating for our group. The tickets
St Pat’s Day Parade —March 2016
will probably be $12.50 per person. Everyone is
invited to join us. Please let me know if you wish to attend so Kathy can arrange tickets and
seating.
We have several upcoming events planned. Mark your calendars and watch for more information later:
April 9, 2017 - Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade. Our youth will hide the eggs
during Sunday School. The hunt will begin at noon. Bring your own basket.
April 23, 2017 - The International Dinner has been rescheduled at 5:00 PM. Bring the family!
May 7, 2017 - CKC and God Squad will have a picnic at Deming Park 12:30-2:00 PM.
June 3, 2017 - Church Yard Sale! Start saving household
goods, tools, toys, books, videos, etc. to donate to the yard
sale. No clothing please.
June 23-25, 2017 - VBS
Theresa Vaughn
Christian Education Chair
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March 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1

THU
2

FRI
3

Ash Wednesday
Service 6 PM
Choir Rehearsal
immediately
following

5

6
Elders at noon

UCM Chili Fest
4-7 PM

12

9AM Bible Study
10:30 Communion at
Bethesda & Wyndmoor

19

8
7 PM
Sit & Get Fit

9

10

6:30PM Choir

15

7 PM
Taizè at SMWC

16

17

6:30PM Choir

21

Board at noon

22
7 PM
Sit & Get Fit

9AM Bible Study

23

24

30

31

6:30PM Choir

Children’s Theater
“Beauty & The Beast”
3:00 PM

26
Congregational
Meeting following
Worship

27

28

9AM Bible Study

1
2
3
5

29
7 PM
Sit & Get Fit

Shannon Aballi
Kelly Barrett
Carrie Sears
Nathan Lewis Cole

6:30PM Choir

6
8
8
9

18
Western Night
6 PM

6:30 PM By Laws
7 PM Hoy Cow Mtg

20

11 St Patricks
Day Parade
Turn Clocks ahead for
Daylight Savings Time

14

9AM Bible Study

4
An Evening
At CCC
5:30 PM

Healthy Boundaries
6:30 PM Chr Ed

13

Sharon Watkins
Preach &
Carry-In Meal

7

SAT

Chrissy McKee
Joanne Seybold
Bruce Vaughn
Sean Mullen

13 David Harden
21 Nick Aballi
25 Joshua Johnson

25

Central Christian
Church
(Disciples of
Christ)
4950 East Wabash Ave
P.O. Box 3125
Terre Haute Indiana
47803
Phone: 812-877-9959
Email:
centralchristianchurch@
frontier.com
We’re On The Web
www.cccthdisciples.org
Worship Services
9:30 AM
(Nursery for Infants &
Toddlers Open 9 AM 12Noon)
Sunday School for All Ages 11 AM

News from Koinonia Evangelism
Please make note of the following from your Koinonia Evangelism Team:
1.

We invite our members and friends to sign up to serve as Greeters prior to worship
on Sunday mornings and to Host Coffee during our time of Fellowship after worship. Sign-up
sheets for these helpful ministries are located at the Information Center.

2.

An Evening at Central! Saturday, March 4, 5:30 PM
All are invited to this special evening, to welcome our new members of the past 2 years and all
of our recent visitors. The focus of the evening is to have time to get acquainted and to find out
more about Central - who we are, what we believe, how we serve, our inclusivity of all. ALL
NEWBIES - front and center! Come and learn, enjoy, and feast. Everyone else: come and entertain, welcome, share, and learn some, too (along with feast)! Please bring a dish of some kind as
this is a pot luck meal. Plates, napkins, utensils, and beverages will be furnished. SEE YOU
ALL THEN!

3.

Why are you a part of Central Christian Church?
What is special about CCC that makes you want to be here? Something must. And what about
those who are not here? What are they missing? The time is NOW to invite people you know
who are not part of Central Christian. Don’t deny them the things you have discovered here!
Invite them – they will be glad you did.

