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“God calls Central Christian
Church to be a welcoming
and open faith community
where Christian love,
action, and discipleship
unite.”
Vision Statement of Central
Christian Church (DOC),
Terre Haute, IN

CALENDAR OF THE 175TH
OUTRAGEOUS ANNIVERSARY YEAR
December
CCC BIG Read I Chronicles
December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 25 Christmas & Miracle Sunday!

Prayer List: It is time to update our Prayer List. You may submit names by
filling out a Prayer Request form located in the Pew Pads and placing it in an
offering plate or by contacting the church office.
GREETER

None scheduled
PRAYER CARDS

Mary Beth Ripple
ATTENDANCE PADS

None scheduled

Christmas Special Offering
The Christmas Special Offering of the Christian Church (DOC) supports the
ministries of the Disciples of Christ regions in the US and Canada. 100% of
what we give to the Christmas Offering stays in our region of Indiana.
The Word from the church is to Believe in a Deeper Hope that moves beyond the
“wrappings” of Christmas around us. We proclaim a Hope that brings Good
News, Joy and Compassion for all of God’s people. THIS DEEPER HOPE IS
MADE REAL IN ALL OUR REGIONS DO IN WITNESS AND MINISTRY:


Assist congregations and leaders in claiming their unique mission and ministry, and provide resources and support.



Call, commission and ordain new pastors, and support and equip all pastors
for their ministries.



Revitalize existing congregations and plan for new congregations.



December 11
None scheduled

Connect Regional Disciples to give witness to ministries of justice, hope and
compassion.



December 18
None scheduled

Provide camps, conferences and retreats where children and youth find hope
and Christ’s love and a community of faith that embraces “everyone.”



Make visible the care for all of God’s family through ministries of reconciliation and anti-racism.

December 25
Carol Sloan



Call and equip passionate leaders for today’s church.



Provide pastoral care for clergy and congregations.

COUNTERS

December 4
Twyla Edinburgh
Richard Hunt
Melanie Hurst

We will gather and dedicate our Christmas Offering on Sunday, December 18.

The deadline for
the Clarion is the
next-to-last
Wednesday of the
month at 10AM
Deadline for the
bulletin is Tuesday
mornings at 10AM.

ROSELAWN BURIAL PLOTS David Troyer has generously donated two
(2) Roselawn burial plots (Lot 42, “A” Section, Space 6) to Central Christian
Church (DOC). The plots are in a head-to-toe arrangement instead of side-byside. Central Christian Church (DOC) is selling them for
$1,950.00 each or $3,800.00 for both. Central Christian
Church will pay the transfer fee. This offer will be available
to members of Central Christian Church for a limited time.
If interested, email Doug Sloan at dcsloan128@msn.com or
phone: 812-877-4214.

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, January 22, 2018, 2 pm. Baby Girl
Shower for Alissa Williams. All women of Central and St. Mark's
are invited! Details in January.

Our Church Family……...
Please report items for Our Church Family to the church office, and please remember
the following in your prayers:

Central Christian
Church (DOC) and all
our ministries as we wrap
up this incredible and outrageous 175th anniversary
year.
Jerusalem Christian
Church (DOC), Lafayette, LA, all their ministries, and Rev. Ashley
Sherard and her daughters
as they go through the first
holidays without Frank.

Dan Fehrenbach’s
daughter, Jennifer Taylor, as she is expecting
twins in February, and
Dan’s son and his wife as
they welcome a new baby.
Grace, Patty, and
Harry McClintock as
Grace continues to recover
from an extremely serious
infection she contracted
last summer.

Kristy Zukokas as she
recovers from a recent hysterectomy.

December 4
Mary Beth Ripple
Dinah Vasbinder

Congratulations to Kolar Schodlatz who won
2nd place at a gymnastic
competition in Wheatfield,
IN on November 12!

December 11
Mary Jo Brown
Susan Edmondson

With great joy we recently welcomed the following
new members:
Randy & Andrea Todd
on November 6, 2016

Our nation as we move
forward after the recent
election.

Lisa Mankin’s daughter, Lori Taylor on November
Nikki, as she deals with
13, 2016
alcoholism.

Diana Chavis, who has
been diagnosed with pancreatitis and leukemia.

Kelly & Patrick Meyer and Allissa & Joe Williams and their soon-to-beborn babies.

Liam Herndon as he
recovers from a cracked
vertebrae.

Jo Anne Seybold and
her family as they move
Shana & Kevin James and settle into a new
apartment building.
as they await the birth of
their baby. Shana is the
Jane Siebenmorgen as
daughter of Rick Dennis.
she deals with the lingering effects of shingles.

ELDERS

Due to Patient Privacy
Laws, hospitals are no
longer able to contact
pastors if a church
member is admitted
for treatment. If you
or a loved one is in the
hospital, please call
the church office or
Rev. Rebecca.

Swipe your Kroger card
and start earning money for CCC
Central Christian Church is part of the
Kroger Community Rewards Program
THIS DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR GAS POINTS

Simply register online at
krogercommunityrewards.com
See back page of this publication for our recent results.

December 18
Dinah Vasbinder
Phil Ewoldson
December 25
Doug Sloan
Susan Edmondson

DEACONS
December 4
Prep
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup

December 11
Prep Beth Truax
Serve T Vaughn
Serve V Vaughn
Serve Beth Truax
Cleanup

December 18
Prep
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup

December 25
Prep
Serve
Serve
Serve
Cleanup
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Rebecca’s Revelation

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of God, to
the house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us God’s ways and that we may walk in God’s
paths.” God shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob - and Central Christian Church! - come, let us walk in the light of God!
(Isaiah 2:3a, 4-5)
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! Dreams and Visions. This is our theme for
Advent this year: Dreams and Visions; in particular, God’s dreams and visions for us, for our
faith community, and for our world. Our scriptures are filled with words and images of God’s
dreams and visions, like the one from Isaiah above. As we discussed recently in Bible Study,
times and cultures may change, yet God’s beautiful vision for all of creation remains unfulfilled.
Church, it is time to wrap up our 175th anniversary year. When I think back to conversations
that occurred several years before 2016 and reflect on all that we have accomplished and celebrated since January, I am pleased and proud of us. I can’t imagine that any congregation
could have celebrated any better than we have. As people of faith, though, we cannot simply
“rest on our laurels.” We must listen and discern what God is calling us to next.
I may not know exactly what the next chapter of life at Central will look like or everything God
desires of us as we move forward, but I do see some pretty big signs: the formation of our Social
Justice League and interest in social issues across the generations of our church; more and
more kids and youth attending worship, Sunday school, and other events; a renewed commitment in inviting visitors and new members and finding ways to “make disciples.”

As we go through the season of Advent, may we all be open to God’s dreams and visions, old and
new. May we all see and hear where God is at work and what God is calling us to in 2017 and
beyond. May we all experience the hope, peace, joy, and love Jesus wants us all to have.
Rev. Rebecca
*************************************

BIG Readers Completing our First Year of Reading through the Bible
Congratulations, BIG Readers! You have almost completed the first year of reading through the
Bible! In December, we will read I Chronicles, the 13th book we have read together since January.
I Chronicles goes back to the stories of King David, told this time by a different writer or writers
than those who authored I and II Samuel. I Chronicles offers a very different, very “cleaned up”
version of Israel’s favorite monarch. For example, you will not find the fight against Goliath,
David’s conflicts with Saul, or even the story of the scandalous way Bathsheba became one of
David’s wives in this retelling of his life.
I warn you ahead of time: the first nine chapters of I Chronicles contains list after list of genealogies. For some, they may seem boring on the surface, but included within the 1,125 names are
those who are clearly “aliens” and “foreigners” – that’s right: aliens and foreigners
included in God’s family. This is an important point to consider and remember
when we read the books of Ezra & Nehemiah, who take a very hard stance against
those who are not within their very-narrowly defined label of “Israelites.”
I Chronicles has 29 chapters so you can read one chapter a day in December with 2
days to breathe before we move on in January 2017!
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Invitation to Pastor’s Class 2017

Pastor’s Class is a special educational/spiritual growth opportunity offered to young people and
adults who have never made a confession of faith and been baptized, OR have been baptized in
another tradition and want to learn more about membership with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
Pastor’s Class will meet during Sunday school, 11AM – Noon, starting February 5 and concluding March 26, 2017.
Some things to keep in mind about Pastor’s Class:
Just because someone participates in Pastor’s Class does not mean he or she will make a confession of faith and be baptized or transfer their church membership. Some take the class
and decide they are not ready to make such a life-commitment – and this is OK! Jesus invited people to follow him; he did not coerce them to do so.
Some people who have taken Pastor’s Class in the past are welcome to take it again. The topics discussed are basically the same from one year to the next, but the conversations are
never the same!
If you or a young person in your family is interested in Pastor’s Class, please contact Rev. Zelensky at 812-877-9959 or revzelensky@frontier.com.

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Advent 2016
November 27 marks the beginning of Advent on the Church calendar in this 175 th anniversary
year for Central Christian Church. This is one of the two periods in the Church year that we
mark as periods of preparation, of waiting, of watching and of praying. The colors are blue or
purple. Each Sunday in Advent we will light a candle in the Advent Wreath focusing on a specific spiritual aspect that will lead us to the time of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus the
Christ. On the first Sunday of Advent we will prepare the Sanctuary for this time of “coming to”
that birth by “Hanging the Greens.” This is a good time for us all to set aside time for reflection
on just what this “coming to” period means to each one of us. On November 27, December 4, 11,
and 18 we will light a candle leading up to lighting the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve. The
birth vigil will be over; the time of “coming to” the Christ Child will have arrived! Let this be a
time of Visions and Dreams for us individually and as a congregation moving forward into the
next 175 years.
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays this year. Both services will be at Central
this year so that we can close out our 175th anniversary celebration “at home.” So that families
can have their own traditional celebrations together, we will have services at 10:30 both Sundays and there will be no Sunday School. Bring your out of town guests and come to celebrate
the birth of Jesus with carols, prayers and communion. The Worship Ministry Team wishes you
all a very merry and blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year!
Betsy Hine, Worship Ministry Team

It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air. ~W.T. Ellis
Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and goodwill,
to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas. ~Calvin Coolidge
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To the Entire Congregation:
Please consider inviting your friends and neighbors to church this
month. We have so many exciting events going on: Progressive Dinner,
Christmas Play, Caroling Party, Christmas Eve Service, as well as all of our
worship services, etc. - all of them designed to help people really get in
touch with the real meaning of Christmas - the birth of our Christ Child, the
wonderful gift from God. Invite your friends and help them have the most
meaningful Christmas possible. Thanks
The Evangelism Committee.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
We are trying something new - (and it gives us another exciting sign up sheet!!). We want to
have a couple of hosts for the coffee hour each Sunday. They (You) will have several responsibilities):
1. Bring something healthy to share (some fresh veggies or fruit, etc.). Attendance is increasing, and we are running out of donuts (what a nice problem to
have!!) so we want to expand the snacks available and add some healthy
ones,
2. Get to the table quickly after worship and greet people as they come toward the
back of the sanctuary. If you see anyone who is a stranger to you, go welcome
them and invite them to coffee hour. Help everyone feel comfortable and wanted at our second table (of course it can't compare with being wanted and welcome at our Communion Table), but it's a nice second,
3. Clean up the table after church (take everything to the kitchen, wash the dishes, etc.). We
are hoping to have at least 2 hosts each Sunday, so if you are the only person signed up
grab someone before church to help you - maybe one of our newer folks so they have more
of a chance to visit and get acquainted. Please sign up and help make our coffee (and lemonade and hot chocolate and hot tea) event even more friendly and welcoming than it already
is. WE START IMMEDIATELY!! Thanks much.
Phil Ewoldsen, Evangelism Chair
————————————————————————————

The Evangelism committee has updated the tri-fold flyer that gives a thumb nail sketch of
who Central Christian is and what we do. The new flyer has current photos and incorporates our vision, music, Christian education, outreach and ministries and activities. It's
glossy and small enough to slip in a pocket or purse. It's a perfect piece to give to friends
and people you meet and invite to come check us out. Phil has been asking that we invite
someone to church, and this powerful, little brochure makes it even easier. Our thanks to
Dinah Vasbinder for updating the brochure and printing it. Dinah asked a colleague, Dawn
Osborn to assist. Dawn did all of the computer work to make it attractive and colorful. The
new brochures are available now, so please take a few to share with friends and new
friends.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (CWF) NEWS
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS DINNER
The annual Women’s Christmas dinner is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 15th at
Logan’s Rib-Eye restaurant. Any interested women are invited to join in for this fun holiday
event. There is a sign-up sheet at the information center so we can confirm the
number for our reservation; please sign up by Sunday, December 11th. If you would
like to participate in our dirty Santa drawing, please bring a $5 gift. We draw numbers and the person with #1 picks a gift and then each person after that can take a
gift from the table or take something someone else has chosen. Each gift can be
taken up to twice. We hope to see you there!
——————————————————————COOKIE TRAYS
CWF will be selling cookie trays again this year to raise funds to provide the meat for bereavement dinners, the annual progressive dinner, the Every Daughter brunch and to provide hot
chocolate for our fellowship time. If you would like to help make cookies, please sign up at the
information center. Cookies will need to be at the church by 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 17 th
when they will be assembled onto trays.
There will be various sizes of trays for sale on Sunday December 18th. These are always a popular item persons enjoy purchasing for their holiday parties and gatherings.
CWF is also organizing the annual Christmas Progressive Dinner that will begin at 4 p.m.
on Sunday, December 11th. (See the separate article with more details on this special event).
——————————————————————ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRESSIVE DINNER
A holiday favorite at Central Christian is our Christmas Progressive Dinner, organized by our Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF). This year’s
dinner will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 11th.
This special event provides a wonderful fellowship opportunity as we
travel to four different homes, beginning with appetizers at the first
home, followed by salads at the second, main course at the third, and desserts at the fourth.
Please see the sign-up sheet at the information center for further details. If you are willing to
be a host, sign up on the host line for the course you’d like to have at your home; otherwise
simply sign up under the course you’d like to make a dish for to contribute to the meal. We currently have a host for the main course (the Crist’s) and the desserts (the Sloan’s). Please sign
up by Sunday, December 4th so the hosts can coordinate the items being brought for their
course of the meal.
If persons like, they can meet at church at 3:30pm to carpool to the homes to reduce the number of parking spaces needed at each house. Directions from church to the first, second, third
and final home will be provided.
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Aaron’s LEGOcy
Several weeks ago Randy and Andrea Todd approached me with this idea for outreach. I asked her to send me an e-mail with the information. The following letter was
soon in my in box and I have Andrea's permission to share it with all of you. The Outreach Committee is excited about this project to help young heart patients at Riley
Hospital. More information about the Lego sets and where to get them will follow.
Mary Jo Brown, Outreach Chair

Mary Jo,
This is in regards to Aaron's LEGOcy,:
Aaron was our son. He was born in 1993 with a congenital heart
defect: hypoplastic left ventricle (HLHS). At the time of his birth, it
was rare for children with this particular defect to live beyond one
month of age. One of the few options available was a procedure
called a Norwood procedure which involved a series of open-heart
surgeries, the first of which happened when Aaron was only 7 days
old. Aaron delighted everyone when he came through that surgery
with no complications. That was a first for this procedure. (Prior to Aaron's surgery
the survival rate for that first surgery was approximate 35%. After Aaron's surgery,
the survival rate jumped to 70%. He was a cardiac pioneer.)
During the course of his lifetime, Aaron underwent a total of 6 open-heart surgeries
and a variety of other medical surgeries and procedures. Finally, in 2011, after a particularly difficult year, Aaron was placed on the heart transplant list. He received his
new heart in August of that year. For the first time, he was healthy.
He came back from Indy early in November of that year, was able to return to school
in the spring and actually walked with his class at Terre Haute North High School,
graduating in June of 2012. In February of the following year, he was able to move
into his own little apartment with his cat, Tyglet. He enjoyed life and being healthy.

In June of 2013, he got what he thought was a slight head cold. A couple of days later, he thought it had turned into a stomach virus. Feeling dehydrated, he called an
ambulance and went to the emergency room at Union Hospital. From there, he was
transported by cardiac care ambulance back to Riley Hosptial for Children. That was
the evening of June 14th. By 2:30 on Saturday morning, he had difficulty breathing
and was intubated. A little after 7 that evening, he coded. After performing CPR, the
doctors suggested placing him on ECMO to give his heart a rest. Sometime in the
early morning hours of June 16th, he had a major stroke and it was determined that
he was brain dead. We turned off life support later that afternoon, and Aaron's body
followed his spirit as he left this world for whatever lay beyond.''
Perhaps because of his lifelong illness, Aaron had a tender and a loving spirit. He
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was a protector of both animals and people. His cat, Tyglet, was just one of many animals he adopted for rescue during his short time. When he was at THNHS, I attended his first I.E.P. conference. His teacher of record, Mindy Schultz, told me she was
amazed by Aaron because of his ability to be a friend to all. She said he seemed to
accept everyone, no matter who they were. He was as likely to be seen hanging and
talking with the jocks and the popular kids as he was with the geeks, nerds, special
needs kids, or the outcasts. He had a wonderful sense of community and the need
to support one another. And, when he was a teenager, he developed a love for God
and for the church.
While he was in Indy awaiting his heart, Randy was cleaning his room one day and
found a list tacked to his bulletin board. This list is something we've come to think of
as Aaron's anti-bucket list. It was a list of things he intended to do with his life once
he was healthy. Many of the things on that list involved helping others, as organizing
a group of friends to serve at Lighthouse Mission, volunteer at the Humane Society,
and provide age-appropriate activities for children, especially older children, on the
Riley Heart Center.
During his time in the hospital, and after, Aaron loved playing with LEGOs. We realized that LEGO is a perfect toy, especially for some of those older patients (teenagers
and such) who are confined to a hospital bed because it requires creativity and imagination and is easily used by a child who has only a tray table in front of them.
We decided to try and combine Aaron's love of LEGO and creativity with his wish to
provide activities to the kids at Riley, and Aaron's LEGOcy was created. The past two
years, we have been able to provide the Heart Step Down Unit at Riley with a supply
of LEGO sets for their patients.
We have discovered that, locally, a variety of perfectly sized LEGO sets that fall in the
$5-6 range can be found at Meijer and WalMart. Other sized sets, as long as they are
brand new and unopened, are also acceptable. But, of course, I'd rather provide 4
kids with $5 sets than 1 with a $20 set, if given the choice.
Randy and I would be happy and thankful for anyone who might be interested in contribuitng LEGO sets to the LEGOcy on Aaron's behalf. Randy and I are more than
happy to deliver the sets to the Child Life Coordinator on the Heart Unit at Riley. They
are always so thrilled to hear we are on our way with more LEGO for the kids.
Thanks for any help you can provide in making Aaron's LEGOcy a success.
Randy and Andrea Todd
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A time capsule (clean two-liter soda bottle) was recently placed in the Peace Pole. Some people have asked what was in the time capsule. The youth hope these items will share some of
the history and people of Central Christian Church with those who open the time capsule.

TIME CAPSULE CONTENTS
Photo Card from Hannah’ Christ’s Funeral
2 Photos of Hannah and Sophie
2 Photos of Hannah playing soccer
Photo of New Orleans group on ferry
Photo of Cane Ridge group
Photo of group at Woodland Christian Church with banner
Photo of God Squad at Kentucky Kingdom
Photo of Central Christian Church with Peace Pole and
banner
Photo of God Squad with Peace Pole
Photo of Peace Pole dedication plaque
175 Anniversary Celebration Worship
and Lunch Bulletin from June 12, 2016
175 Anniversary Bookmark
Church Bulletin from October 23, 2016
Dedication Ceremony Bulletin from October 23, 2016
signed by participants
2016 Dime

Christian Education News
Our Christmas play for the children and youth will be presented on Sunday, December 11 during worship. Carol Sloan has written Keep Christmas with You All
Through the Year, and it brings an important message to us. Carol and the young
people have been working very hard on their production. You won't want to miss
it! Be sure to invite your family and friends!
We will have a Christmas cast party during the Sunday School time following the
play. Members of the Christian Education team will provide crafts, snacks, and
other Christmas fun. The youth will be helping with the younger children. All children are invited. If anyone would like to donate a Christmas snack it would be appreciated.

On Sunday, December 18 Christian Education is hosting a family Christmas
event. After the "Happy Birthday Jesus" celebration we will gather for a light
lunch. Christian Education members are providing soup and hot dogs. Side dishes or desserts may be brought to add to the meal. We will be meeting at the Cannon Inn at 1:00 pm to begin Christmas Caroling. We will be singing familiar Christmas carols, and songbooks will be provided. You don't need to know the songs or
sing well to join us. Everyone is welcome!We especially want to visit with Paul
Myers and Bettie Davis, but we plan to carol for all the residents. It will be fun for
us, and bring some holiday cheer to the residents. There is a sign-up sheet at the
information center. I hope you can join us!
Theresa Vaughn

December 2016
December
Sun

4

Mon

5
Elders at noon

Play practice 11 AM

Tue

Wed

6

7

9AM Bible Study 7PM Sit & Get Fit
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Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

6:30PM Choir

6-9PM

10:30 Communion
at Bethesda &
Wyndmoor
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Building in Use

Play
Dress Rehearsal
9:30-11-30 AM

Susan Edmondson
12-5 PM

2nd Sunday of Advent

11

12

11-12
Children’s Party
Worship at noon
Progressive Dinner
at 4PM

13

14

9AM Bible Study

6:30PM Choir
8PM Sit & Get Fit

15

6:30 PM
Women’s
Christmas
Dinner at
Logan’s Ribeye

16

17
9:00 AM
CWF
Cookie Assembly

3rd Sunday of Advent

18

Happy Birthday,

Jesus
CWF Cookie Sale

19

20

21

9AM Bible Study 7PM Sit & Get Fit

22

23

24
Christmas
Eve Service
7 PM

6:30PM Choir

All Church Luncheon
& Caroling Party at
Cannon Inn
4th Sunday of Advent

25
10:30AM Worship

26

27

28

29

30

31

7PM Sit & Get Fit

Christmas
Day

1 Vicky Clark
7 Cathy Kurtz
8 Jeff Zelensky
8 Sara Zachariah
9 Sara Ritter
11 Joe West

13 Betsy Hine
15 Paula Switzer
17 Mary Deal

21
26
27
28
28
28

Pam Long
Michael Barrett
Kathy Iliff
Paula Johnson
Jarrod Michael
Jaryn Strong

Dec 11—Brenda & Rick Waltermire
Dec 23—Karen Moore & Sara Ritter
Dec 26—Theresa & Bruch Vaughn
Dec 31—Jeff and Rebecca Zelensky
Dec 31—Sarah Wilson & Traci Tucker

♥♥

Central Christian
Church
(Disciples of
Christ)
4950 East Wabash Ave
P.O. Box 3125
Terre Haute Indiana
47803
Phone: 812-877-9959
Email:
centralchristianchurch@
frontier.com
We’re On The Web
www.cccthdisciples.org
Worship Services
9:30 AM
(Nursery for Infants &
Toddlers Open 9 AM 12Noon)
Sunday School for All Ages 11 AM

Social Justice League has a book club!!
We will be starting Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult.
“Picoult offers a thought-provoking examination of racism in America
today, both overt and subtle. Her many readers will find much to discuss in the pages of this topical, moving book.” –Booklist
Please have your books by December 5th. We will be forming groups
of 4-5 people lead by one of the members of the Social Justice Task
Force.
For more information contact Bonnie Wilson, Beth Duley, or Brenda
Waltermeier.

